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AJVIERICAN ART.' NEWSg 



IN THE ART SCHOOLS. 



National Academy of Design. 

The school committee recently criti- 
cised the sketches for the linal competi- 
tion in the composition class, which 
had been given as subject "The Nar- 
ration of an Absorbing Story." From 
the many that were submitted only 
four were selected. These were D. F. 
M. Periconi, A. J. Bogdonov, George 
Protzman and A. VVolfson; who will 
paint their large compositions and have 
one month in which to complete them. 
The night antique class is drawing 
in competition from the head and fig- 
ure for the usual money prizes and 
medals. The night life is busy on its 
second drawing in. .concours' from- the 
male model, having completed its work 
from the female. 

The Academy has received for its 
collection of associate portraits an ex- 
cellent portrait of Gifford Beal, painted 
by J. Campbell Philips, and a self por- 
trait by Ignaz Marcel Gaugengigl. 
James D. Smilie has presented the 
Academy with a fine example of the 
early American painter, Thomas 
Doughty. 



the annual auction took place, followed 
by the annual games and high jinks. 

The show was quite up to the aver- 
age this year, and the pictures in the 
annual Spring Academy most carica- 
tured were Harry Watrous' clever fig- 
ure piece "Some Little Talk," F. S. 
Church's "Enchantress," Sergeant Ken- 
dall's "Portrait," John S. Sargent's por- 



MONTREAL (CAN.) 

The twenty-fifth annual spring exhi- 
bition of the work of Canadian artists 
is now on at the Galleries of the Mon- 
treal Art Association. The display this 
year is exceptionally large, and the high 
standard maintained in both profes- 
sional and amateur work should be 

con- 



- - , ^ 

trait of the Countess Szcshenyi, and subject of congratulation to all 

J. G. Brown's "American Farmer." i cerned. 

Robert Harris, R. C. A., G. M. G., is 



BOSTON. 



New York School of Applied Design 

The ball given by the students of the 
School of Applied Design in the spa- 
cious exhibition hall of their new build- 
ing on Wednesday evening was a de- 
cided social success, and many of the 
patronesses attended. Among those in- 
terested who aided the afifair by send- 
ing" costumes, refreshments, etc., were 
Mmes. Samuel Untermeyer, Albert B. 
Boardman, Charles R. Flint, Henry 
Bischoff, Charles Lane Poore, A. Stew- 
art Walker, Sanford Bissell, John ' C. 
Eno, Dunlap Hopkins, Reading Bertron 
and Miss Barnes. 

Next week a house-warming will take 
place, to which all old as well as new 
students have been invited. 

, An interesting branch of work has 
b;een introduced this winter. It is called 
"Simple Problems," and includes inte- 
rior decorative designs for simple coun- 
try homes. Many of the bedrooms, 
dining-rooms and library designs are 
charming, and in this new field there 
seems to be a future for girl designers. 
The composition class, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Dana Pond, is pro- 
gressing and has many students. 

The permanent exhibition of stu- 
dents' work in the large exhibition hall 
is free to the public, and gives an ex- 
cellent idea of what the students are 
doing. The display includes designs 
for costumes, stained glass, wall paper, 
carpets, and architecture, and includes 
some unusually good work. 



Art Workers' Club. 

The new superintendent at the Art 
Workers' Club, Mrs. Canning, has 
shown results during her first week of 
office. The restaurant is much im- 
proved and already a number of old 
members have returned to enjoy the ex- 
cellent cuisine. 

The new business manager, Miss 
Elizabeth Grimball, of Charleston, S. 
C, is also proving her capabilities, the 
attendance which had fallen off during 
the winter is again increasing, and the 
club is regaining the position it has 
held for years. 



Reminiscences are in order of the 
early days of the Victorian Gothic 
building of the Museum Of Fine Arts, 
which will be closed, to. .the public Mjuy 
I. The historical paper which Benja- 
min Ives Gilman, secretary of the Mu- 
seum, contributes to the Bulletin, just 
out, expresses a proper sense of grati- 
tude to the sober and not especially 
commodious compartments behind the 
highly decorated front in Copley 
Square, admired by most Americans, 
but deprecated a bit by this generation 
of Bostonians. The pictures published 
in the Bulletin show some of the rooms 
of the structure at their best. 

The open season, except in parts of 
Vermont, began April 15, and here, by 
hook or crook, is Willard L. MetcalFs 
"Trout Brook," deep blue and inviting 
a fling. No critftal jibe, however. It is 
the most seasonal, and certainly not the 
least delightful, of the works by nine 
out of ten which were put on exhibi- 
tion at the Copley Galleries on April 
10. New York, one hears, saw fewer of 
Metcalf's, more of Weir's and only one 
Dewing in place of the two shown in 
Boston. Otherwise the exhibition is 
the one which Gothamite critics have 
already sized up. It is naturally draw- 
ing big crowds, as is evidenced by, the 
fact tha;t th;|'-^ll^'is kept open '^tM- 
9 o'clock — a very unusual innovation in 
a Boston dealer's gallery. Tarbell's 
"Girl R.eading," which the Museum of 
Fine Arts has purchased, comes in for 
abundant commendation. A still life by 
Chase; De Camp's, extraordinary single 
figure composition, "The Blue Cup"; 
Dewing's "Yellow Tulips," loaned by 
Charles L. Freer of Detroit; Benson's 
"Evening Light" — these are works no- 
table in a noteworthy collection. 

Admirable colored etchings by Les- 
ter G. Hornby are on exhibition at Doll 
& Richards'. Mr. Hornby is a Boston 
boy, trained at the Pape school and in 
the invaluable school of practical 
draughtsmanship conducted by the art 
department of the Boston Globe. 
Abroad Hornby has had extraordinary 
success — ^deservedly, as these well char- 
' acterized drawings on copper prove. 



showing several fine portraits. Lord 
Strathcona's being the most prominent; 
also some figure studies which more 
than sustain his reputation as one Of 
Canada's leading artists. J. W. Mor- 
rice, vice-president of the Salon d'An- 
torahe;'1*aris; is; exliTbrting seven or 
eight landscapes and marines of techni- 
cal excellence, depth of color and sin- 
cerity. The etchings of Clarance Gag- 
non ^re worthy of praise, showing an 
exquisite delicacy of touch and true- 
ness of line and color. Mr. Gagnon is 
showing some fine studies in oils. Wil- 
liam Brymner has two fine portraits, 
a dreamy landscape and some delightful 
water-colors. Miss McNicholl has sent 
over from Paris some interesting figure 
studies, which show great development 
in her work under the influence of the 
modern French school. Miss Laura 
Muntz is successful in her portrayal of 
children, catching the sunny expression 
of childhood in all its beauty. Miss 
Ethel Seath, whose black and white 
work is so ^vorably known, has some 
exquisite water-color studies of church 
interiors, in which the richness of color 
and ecclesiastical atmosphere is well 
sustained. Miss Cleland has some pleas- 
ing pastels. 

Lack of space prevents mentioning in 
detail the interesting canvases from 
such well-known men as Messrs. Cul- 
len, Dyonnet, Hammond, Clapp, Boyd, 
'Barnsle^^uzori€«>te'-attd4Abb^t:t?also 
the TorSnto school, Wyly Grier, Dick- 
son Paterson, Mr. and Mrs. Knowles, 
Mr. and Mrs. Reid, Messrs. Forsler, 
Challener, Miss Strickland Tulley and 
Miss Mary Wrinch. 

There are a few pieces of sculpture 
by some of the best men, Hebert, Hill 
and Laliberti, and some handsome 
metal work by Paul Beau. 



WASHINGTON (D. C.) 



ANNUAL FAKIRS' SHOW. 



The Fakirs, who this year call them- 
selves the "Black Hand Fakirs" of the 
Art Students' League, opened their an- 
nual display in the rooms of the 
League, in the Fine Arts Building, on 
Monday last, with a private view. The 
Fakes will remain on exhibition through 
this evening, and on Thursday evening 



The National Academy of Art, which 
has' a charter from Congress, and of 
which Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan is presi- 
dent, has issued invitations for a con- 
vention of art societies to be held in 
this city. May 11, 12 and 13. The pur- 
pose of the convention is to form a fed- 
eration of art societies, and it is hoped 
I that 200 organizations will participate 
They have just elected a new set of .in it. The program of proceedings is 
officers of the Boston Art Club. These not yet complete, but such topics as 
are the men upon whom it will devolve} traveling art exhibits, circulating libra- 
to enlarge the physical plant, introduce | ries of lecture courses and stereopticon 
the desired social features and restore slides, art education and civic art prob 
the exhibitions to a place approximat- 
ing that occupied by similar affairs at 
Philadelphia, Washington, Pittsburg 
and other progressive cities, which have 
left Boston (New York, too, it is whis- 
pered), far behind as regards seasonal 
exhibitions : 

President, Harvey N. Shepard; vice- 
presidents, Henry Hornblower, Hendricks 
A. Hallett; treasurer, Harry M. Aldrich; 
secretary, George H. Worthley. Directors, 
for one year, Joseph K. Hayes, Jr., Myles 
Standish, G. R. MacKay, Charles F. Pierce; 
two years, Charles W. Riddle, Henry H. 
Kitson, F. W. Halsel, Charles A. Ruggles; 
three years, Babson S. Ladd, Lew C. Hill, 
Frank H. Tompkins, A. F. Clarke. 

Members of the St. Botolph Club are 
exhibiting in their own gallery — Haz- 
ard, Churchill, Gallison, Gaugengigl, 
Walker and several others. They make 
a brave array — one of the bright glories 
of a waning season. 



lems, will be discussed by the conven- 
tion at large and by specially invited 
speakers. Senator Root has promised 
to make the address of welcome and ex- 
plain the purpose of the federation, and 
other prominent persons are showing a 
lively interest in the project. Such a 
convention should materially assist the 
progress of American art and give this 
city additional prestige as an art center. 
Last week the prizes for the "Fake 
Show" by the students of the Corcoran 
School of Art were awarded and the 
fakes auctioned off. For the best fake, 
the prize, a landscape painted by Mr. 
Messer, was awarded to Miss Adrience ; 
for the best poster advertising the ex- 
hibition, the prize, a sketch by Mr. 
Brooke, went to Mr. Bolton, and for the 
best "stunt" in the catalogue, a "Mono- 
logue in Water Color," Miss Cranmer 



was awarded a sketch by Mr. Moser. 
The fake for which the prize was 
awarded was after Mr. Closson's little 
dancing wood nymph, "His Shadow," 
and showed with considerable veracity 
the same youngster dancing because of 
a swarm of bees. Beneath the fake 
was the word "stung." The prizes were 
all interesting works — not slight stud- 
ies, but thoughtful productions — by 
each of the three well-known and much 
revered instructors ; prizes distinctly to 
be coveted. 

The auctioneer was Mr. James Henry 
Moser, and that he proved capable was 
evinced by the receipts, which amount- 
ed to over thirty dollars. Indeed, $108 
was realized through the auction and 
sale of catalogues, etc., and with this 
unlooked-for wealth a chair is to be 
purchased for, the model in the draped 
life and portrait classes. 

This and the poster competition re- 
cently instituted by Mrs. Barney have 
brought out clever work and have given 
evidence of more than average talent 
among the students of this school. 

INDIANAPOLIS (IND.). 

The February and March exhibitions 
in the Herron Art Institute, Indianapo- 
lis, were among the most success- 
ful ever held. In February was held the 
second annual exhibition of Paintings 
and Sculpture by Indiana artists, which 
filled four of the five picture galleries. 

The March exhibition is. notable for 
a showing oj the /work of William M. 
Chase, who/is, by the way, a native of 
Indiana. It includes landscape, figure 
and still Mies, some of the latter among 
his celebrated canvases. The artist's 
widely known portrait of Whistler and 
that of his wife are in the exhibition 
which fills three galleries. It is one of 
the best "one man" exhibitions ever 
given in the State. 

In the March display are two exhibits 
which have proved very popular, one of 
bookplates, made up largely from the 
collection of Miss Esther G. White, of 
Richmond, and of Wilbur Macey Stone, 
of New York, between 500 and 600 
bookplates being shown and arranged 
on racks in the sculpture court. 

The second of the two latter exhibits 
is one of old samples from Mr. Drake, 
art editor of The Century Magazine. 

. BOOK REVIEW. 



"THE AGE OF MENTAL VIRIL- 
ITY" is the title of an interesting and 
instructive work recently compiled by W. 
A. Newman Dorland, and published by 
(The Century Co., $1 net.) 

The work is an inquiry into the records 
and achievements of the world's chief 
workers and thinkers, and is an answer 
to Dr. Osier's often quoted statement 
that "the eflfective, moving, vitalizing 
work of the world is done between the 
ages of twenty-five and forty." The 
pages show that Dr. Dorland has gone 
into his investigation thoroughly and 
faithfully, and he has cast into interest- 
ing and valuable tabulated form the 
records of four hundred men famous in 
all lines of intellectual activity, and upon 
these tables his conclusions are based. 
The chapters deal entertainingly with 
"The World's Chief Workers and Think- 
ers," "The Period of Mental Activity," 
"The Acme and Duration of Mental Ac- 
tivity,'-' "What the World Might Have 
Missed," "Genius and Insanity," and 
"The Brain of Genius." 

Dr. Dorland is convinced that the 
acme of mental activity lies between the 
ages of forty and sixty. Writers, think- 
ers, scientists, artists, inventors, warriors, 
musicians, etc., are dicussed. It is a stim- 
ulating and optimistic work. 



